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It had been a typical New Year's Eve party. But as midnight approaches, Mr. Satterthwaite - a keen

observer of human nature - senses that the real drama of the evening is yet to unfold. And so it

proves when a mysterious stranger knocks on the door. Who is this Mr. Quin? Mr. Satterthwaite's

new friend is an enigma. He seems to appear and disappear almost like a trick of the light. In fact,

the only consistent thing about him is that his presence is always an omen - sometimes good, but

sometimes deadly....
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This book contains most, but not all, of the adventures of Mr. Satterthwaite and Mr. Quin. (See my

listmania list for a complete list). Mr. Satterthwaite is an elderly bachelor whom life has passed by -

a spectator in other people's lives - but like Miss Marple, he's grown very perceptive.Mr. Quin - Mr.

Harley Quin - is a vaguely supernatural figure, associated with the immortal Harlequin, whose

appearance in Satterthwaite's life presages adventure. Generally he appears as an advocate for the

dead, and always as a catalyst: Satterthwaite does most of the reasoning, prompted by Quin. His

theory is that one is more likely to solve a mystery after enough time has elapsed to put events in

perspective. His gift for inspiring Satterthwaite lies in guiding him to ask the right questions."The

Coming of Mr. Quin" - Mr. Quin appears after midnight on New Year's Eve, speaking of a

breakdown that his chauffeur will shortly put right; Satterthwaite is among the guests of the house

party who have stayed up. Quin guides the conversation to the mysterious suicide of Derek Capel,



which happened 10 years ago in the same house. He contradicts the theory that nobody will ever

know why Capel did it."The Shadow on the Glass" - If Satterthwaite consents to stay in a

new-money household (he's a snob), it's a sign that the cooking is very good, or that something

interesting will happen. He's currently staying with the Unkertons, who have bought a house with a

romantic ghost story - a haunted window - and who have a genius for inviting trouble. In this case,

they've invited a group of empire-builder-type hunters: Iris Staverton, Richard Scott and his new

bride, and Scott's best-friend, who's been second fiddle all his life. Tactless, since Iris and Richard

once had a very public relationship.
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